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The agencyʼs vision statement, above, was approved by the
Board of Directors at a Strategic Planning session at Rays of
Hope on January 31, 2009. Agency demographics following the
2009 year were collated and a “typical client” for the agency was
identified as a single Hispanic female head of household
earning less than $15,000 annually. As we end another year
of service, the following observations provide a preliminary re-
view of 2010 activities serving those who want to improve their
lives and meeting identified needs throughout the community:

• CONTINUED focus on health education and prevention
with a second annual Childrenʼs Dental Fair and donation of two
dental chairs plus ongoing monthly health
clinic staffed by Dr. Mohsin Syed and as-
sisted by Texas Tech medical students; ad-
ditional health screenings and education
sessions were provided by numerous
health providers to encourage prevention
and increased well-being.

• COMPLETED nearly 750 tax returns
for low-income persons and returned over $1 million for family
budgets which, in turn, yields opportunity for improved quality of
life and community reinvestment.

• PROVIDED Adult Education (General Education Develop-
ment study and English Language Development classes) for
nearly 500 adults who want to complete their high school equiva-
lency or improve their English in order to get a better paying job
and be more effective residents in the community.

• SERVED as a daily weekday Midland ISD nutrition feed-
ing site for up to 80 children during June and July when limited
family budgets often are stretched and children do not receive
adequate nutrition.

• TUTORED 335 children through the STARS (Students Tu-
toring Assessment Readiness Success) AmeriCorps program
funded by the OneStar Foundation in Austin to ʻmake a differ-
enceʼ in their education by improving reading levels; members
receive a living allowance and tuition credit to further their own
education in the future.

• OFFERED weekly after school art and dance instruction
through an Arts Assembly of Midland subgrant funded by the
Texas Commission on the Arts plus Learning for Life character
building instruction together with the Buffalo Trail Council, Boy
Scouts of America to improve critical thinking skills.

• SCHEDULED MoneySmart sessions taught by Commu-
nity National Bank employees for budgeting and money manage-
ment skills; referred 189 persons who completed the sessions
over the past three years to Midland College for HSIAC (His-
panic Serving Institutions Assisting Communities) grant assis-
tance with Individual Development Accounts (IDAʼs) for home
buyer and small loan investments.

• AMERICORPS members served the community with a
Lights On Afterschool event and Make a Difference Day project
in October in addition to assisting with Thanksgiving dinner give-
aways and visiting a nursing home in December; they will partici-
pate in the City of Midlandʼs Martin Luther King Day observance

at the Greater Ideal Family Life Center on
Monday, January 17.

• HOSTED Junior League of Mid-
landʼs third annual ʻFamily Firstʼ event fo-
cused on family literacy for 280 persons in
attendance.

• RECEIVED recognition from Legal
Aid of Northwest Texas (LANWT) for partic-

ipation in the pro-bono legal clinic provided monthly with the help
of local attorneys and legal professionals for family law matters.

• SCHEDULED a tenantʼs rights housing workshop led by
the Attorney Generalʼs office for nearly l00 persons in November.

Support to provide these services came from nearly 700 vol-
unteers (high school students, senior citizens, families, church
and business leaders, professionals, AmeriCorps members and
restitution participants) with over 35 paid staff members coordi-
nating programs, arranging speakers, teaching classes, docu-
menting services, answering phones, completing
correspondence, raising funds and sending out public relations
information. Several key staffing transitions occurred over the
year, yet each new member has taken hold in completing their
responsibilities as part of the team.

The agency is now 46 years old led by a dedicated group of
volunteer Board of Directors who provide strong leadership, sup-
port the work of staff, and continue to lead with vision and direc-
tion for the future. As an active neighborhood center for
low-income persons of all ages and ethnic backgrounds in the
community, the agencyʼs mission of “improving the quality of life
throughout the community by helping people help themselves”
continues to be a vital one.

HELPING PEOPLE HELP THEMSELVES
“Our clients will achieve the highest level of self-sufficiency in the community.”
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2010
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A POST FROM PAUL:
It’s Been a Blessing

Since joining the staff in June as agency director, I have
found my time at Casa de Amigos to be a wonderful experience.
I feel very blessed to work with a great group of people on a
daily basis to work toward our mission of “improving the quality
of life throughout the community by helping people help them-
selves.”

As we wrap up the year, I look forward to a positive and
productive 2011 in all program areas supported by volunteers,
in-kind contributions and donations. As a staff, we will work dili-
gently to meet and surpass our goals while maintaining our vi-
sion that clients will achieve the greatest level of self-sufficiency
in the community.

I would like to thank Lael for giving me this great opportu-
nity, Board members for excellent guidance, and my fellow co-
workers for making the transition a very positive experience.

“You can't live a perfect day without doing something
for someone who will never be able to repay you.”

– John Wooden

Paul O. Acosta

Agency Director

PRESIDENT

Mark Nicholas
VICE PRESIDENT

Alan Krenek, CPA
TREASURER

David A. OʼNeil
SECRETARY

Michelle Ellwood

David Hunter, retired personnel director for the City of Mid-
land, and Micheal Rushing, CO2/EDR Manager, Permian Basin
with Apache Corporation, recently joined the Board of Directors to
fill vacancies in the Class of 2009-12 and 2008-11. Both are
warmly welcomed with appreciation for their willingness to serve.

JOINING THE BOARD

Staff and volun-
teers wrap
tamales to be
given as gifts of
appreciation for
donors contribut-
ing over $250
and supporters
giving time and
resource support
for agency serv-
ices.

Lending a Helping Hand
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Barbara T. Elliott              Russell B. Buchanan
Owners

Serenity Memorial Gardens
Cemetery

6800 S. Hwy. 349 (Rankin Hwy.)
Midland, Texas 79706

(432)-684-6200

★HHiicckkss__________________________________________________
JANITORIAL SUPPLY

LOCALLY OWNED - LOCALLY OPERATED

SERVING THE PERMIAN BASIN FOR 60 YEARS

432 682-1605
410 ANDREWS HWY. 800-560-1605
MIDLAND, TEXAS 79701 FAX: 432 682-0091

432-570-0700   homehospicewtx.com
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3525 Andrews Highway
Midland, Texas 79703

432.694.3000

RESOURCES LLC&SMILES    TEETH
LARRY RUSK, D.D.S.

1110 WEST TEXAS AVE.  MIDLAND, TEXAS 79701  432-682-5729

600 N. Marienfeld, Suite 390
Midland, Texas 79701 USA

tel: (432) 570-8093

www.theNCG.com

Midland, Odessa and Stanton
Member FDIC www.cnbtx.net
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Due to the generosity and ambition of the
Midland Freshman Student Council, 10 grate-
ful families received large laundry baskets filled
with food and a $20 HEB gift card for Thanksgiv-
ing. The students raised $1,200 from “Jeans
Day” at Midland Freshman, where students pay
$5 to wear their jeans to school instead of the
required uniform khaki pants. Student Council
President Cara Drozed commented on how con-
ducting community service like this makes the
students feel a sense of accomplishment. Mid-
land Freshman has donated food baskets to
clients through Casa de Amigos for over 10 years.

In partnership with Univi-
sion 18, the seniors at Casa de
Amigos stuffed stockings to be
given away at the annual Break-
fast with Santa event in
Odessa. The seniors filled the
stockings with toothbrushes,
toys, candy, and snacks. Over
1,000 people attended Breakfast
with Santa on December 4 to
enjoy the pancakes and “a jolly-
good time.” The festivities were
held in the Pan American Ballroom. Every child received a stocking as a result of
the giving hearts of seniors at Casa de Amigos and the staff at Univision 18.

VOLUNTEERS: The Legacy Continues
Casa de Amigos volunteer Alyssia Simmons was

one of five Midland College students chosen to receive
a $500 continuation award based on essays about how
community service has enriched their lives. The win-
ners were honored at a luncheon in the Carrasaco
Room at Midland College in November. Alyssia com-
pleted the majority of her Legacy Scholarship commu-
nity service hours at Casa de Amigos but has
volunteered at many agencies during her young adult
life. In her essay she stated, “I have made a personal
goal to make volunteering a permanent part of my life.” Alyssia Simmons

SOCIAL SERVICES:
MFHS Donates Baskets of Food

SENIOR SERVICES: Stuffing the Stockings

The Permian Basin Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Coalition received a grant from
the IRS to assist with providing VITA services for the 2011 tax season. The VITA program trains
volunteers to prepare simple federal tax returns for low-income families and individuals for free.
The service is offered to people with incomes of $49,000 or less who cannot complete forms
themselves or afford to pay a preparer. Last year, nearly 1,200 tax forms were prepared by Coal-
tion members and over $2 million was returned to the Permian Basin. Volunteer recruitment is un-
derway for training to be held in January. Please call Anita Green, financial literacy specialist, at
682-9701 to sign up today!

EDUCATION: VITA Receives IRS Grant



www.midland-memorial.com

Emergency?
Not Sure? Call! 68NURSE

686-8773Knowing where to receive
care is important.
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THE CAT KNOWS A LOT ABOUT THAT
On December 15, Dr. Seuss royalty – The Cat in the Hat – came to visit stu-

dents enrolled in the afterschool program at Casa de Amigos. The Cat listened
along with students as AmeriCorps member April Gonzales read a book from
"The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That" series. "I Love the Night Life" is a
book about animals that come out at night. Later, the students eagerly had their
photos taken with the Cat, their wide eyes expressing the amazement and joy of
his visit.

The series was created in response to recent findings that children graduat-
ing from kindergarten are less prepared to learn about science than about other
subjects. A team of science and early childhood experts developed the series to
support young children's science learning by introducing scientific inquiry skills,
teaching core science concepts and vocabulary, and preparing preschoolers for
kindergarten and first grade science curriculum – all in a fun whimsical style.

This event was made possible in part by Basin PBS and wraps up a suc-
cessful year of focusing on literacy. Throughout this year, the AmeriCorps
STARS program has increased literacy in our community through one-on-one literacy tutor-
ing at five MISD campuses and Junior League of Midland organized the Family First event in
October focusing on the importance of reading for the whole family.

The Cat in the Hat visits the Casa de
Amigos Youth Education Program.

The 100 residents, plus one black cat, at Terrace West Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center received a Christmas makeover as the AmeriCorps STARS program members
filled the hallways on December 10. Almost every resi-
dent's door was wrapped in Christmas paper and dec-
orated with stockings, tinsel, posters, wreaths or
ornaments. AmeriCorps members Faviola and Agatha
(pictured in left photo) brought more smiles to resi-
dents as they delivered mini Christmas trees, placing
them at their bedside or on dressers. Halls and rooms
that are traditionally kept plain are now filled with color
and Christmas cheer for the residents to enjoy. Special
thanks to Terrace West for allowing AmeriCorps to par-
ticipate in this special service project.

AMERICORPS DECKS THEHALLS
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Nancy Jenkins Witten
Owner

BOYDSTUN PEST CONTROL
MIDLAND, TEXAS

Phone 432-683-3112 Residence Phone
1601 N. Big Spring 432-694-3055

P.O. Box 11293
Midland, Texas 79702
432 682-1552

241-A Spring Park Drive

General Building Construction

432-684-6809
1-800-299-684-6809

Social Security
Disability Specialists

201 E. Michigan
5109 W. Wadley

Suite 106
Midland, TX

Beal & Wilkes, PC
Certified Public Accountants

Sidney R. Beal, CPA
Sam Wilkes, CPA

24 Smith Rd., Suite 225 • Midland, Texas 79705
Office (432) 688-3946 • Fax (432) 687-4453
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